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The Haverford Township Board of Commissioners, along with Chief of Police John Viola, wish to express our deepest 

condolences to the friends and family of George Floyd. The video of Mr. Floyd’s death is extremely upsetting and 

infuriating, and runs counter to the principle that police officers should always render aid to those in need. Based on 

that video, the murder charges brought against the offending police officer were warranted. The ongoing investigation 

will determine the appropriate action to be taken against the other officers involved, to ensure that no one is above 

the law. 

  

We, as elected officials, law enforcement officers and as a community, stand firmly with citizens across the country 

who are similarly outraged by the death of Mr. Floyd. The revolting video of Mr. Floyd’s death stands as a grim 

reminder of the work that needs to be done in this country. 

  

Haverford Township holds our officers to the highest standards of professionalism and integrity. Our officers have 

received training in Cultural Diversity, Unconscious Bias, Community based policing, Situational De-escalation, use of 

force and arrest techniques. They utilize Body-worn cameras and other tools to protect the sanctity of life in any 

situation. While we remain confident in the members of our police department and support them in their efforts, Mr. 

Floyd’s death is another grave reminder of how much work we have to do, both as a police department and as a 

society.  

  

This heinous act cannot be ignored and must lead to improved strategies for policing that fosters peace and justice not 

for some, but for all. 

 


